Whale watching in the Azores , September 2010

After several jobs with few satisfactory sightings of whales or dolphins, we decided at short notice to fly to the
Azores for a week, arriving the day before Maren's birthday. We booked a series of whale watching trips with
AfEspa-o0 Tal as s apacotal&sssatcgm) Ibcatedwnthe sngall village of Lajes do Pico. The boats took a
maximum of twelve passengers and were very fast, so we could travel great distances in the thredour trips. A
lookout on the cliffs guided the boats to whales and dolphins. Our spotter ensured we saw at least two species on
each voyage and on one occasion he directed us to a single whale 25 km from land! On most trips sperm whales
were the main target, but because they dive for up to 45 minutes before surfacing again, we spentjuite a bit of time
waiting. Days without sperm whales were actually more fun because we had frequent encounters with dolphins,
often coming close to the boat. But while searching for sperm whales in deeper waters, we also saw some rarities:
beaked whalesthat also live in deeper waters and surface only briefly. Only a few of these enigmatic species are
easily identifiable, usually you have to see the head and the shape of the beak to do so. We identified three beaked
whale species and probably also saw dourth. Gervais' beaked whale was a special treat as it is rarely identified at
sea, and there are few photographs of live specimens, so we were very pleased to get some haécent pictures of
this beast. Our tally of species was quite impressive, with five or six species seen on one trip, and another three in
the afternoon of that incredible day! Overall, during our five three -hour tours we identified ten or perhaps eleven
different species! That's almost half of the 24 species occurring in the Azores! Wehope to return to Pico next April /
May, as that is the season when the large baleen whales pass by, including blue and fin whales on their way to the

far north.

For anyone interested in whale and dolphin watching, we can thoroughly recommend the Azores. "Espago Talassa"
was especially good value as they offer not only the boat trips, but also have a hotel and restaurant right by the little
harbour. Their look -out is the son of the last man who spotted whales for the whalers. Before the start of each trip
you are told what can be seen from the watch tower and get the choice of whether or not to go on that trip. They

also have swimming with dolphins trips, but thes e need to be booked for a whole week.




We went whale watching with A E s p a - oa fdretie aightsone of their boats off the volcano Pico.



Sperm whales are found off Pico all year round and are sighted on mostdaysThese photos




Short -finned pilot whales here showing their pale markings in the good light 7 usually they just look black. On the right, a mum ushers two youngsters out
of the way, as they were moving too close to our boat.
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t he Cworyldd 6 s h e dreed antthe Azores.When dolphins herd fish into a ball, the shearwaters often gather in dense flocks to take
part in the feast. These aggregations of birds can be visible from many miles away.
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A young Atlantic spot ted dolphin

close to the boat.

A short -beaked common dolphin

with the shearwaters.




Common dolphins  are enthusiastic bow-riders.

Periscopedepth!

Who is watching whom?
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Striped d olphins are fast and furious swimmers, but not very interested in bow-riding.




